The Sunnylands Principles on Enhancing Democratic Partnership in the Indo-Pacific Region

1. Recognize that democracy is diverse.
This vision for democratic partnership in the region seeks to ensure that independent states—large and small—have equal rights and capacity to protect their sovereign
interests as their population sees fit. It does not lay out a monolithic view of democracy, relying instead on local ownership and vision. It seeks to support the broad princi-
ples that people should have a say in how they are governed and enjoy basic liberties. It envisions that government should be accountable to its people through free and fair
elections and appropriate transparency and oversight, deliver public goods impartially, be transparent in its actions, be inclusive of all citizens, and protect and advance basic
values of human dignity. Responsive governance depends on the participation and ownership of a diverse set of stakeholders. Business, labor, academic institutions, civil
society, women, journalists, political parties, politicians, and religious organizations all have a stake in effective, accountable, responsive, and inclusive governance. Advanc-
ing democracy in the region will require all these stakeholders to play their part.

2. Actively support democracy at home and in the neighborhood.
Each democracy in the Indo-Pacific is already supporting democratic development and culture at home and in their region in unique and significant ways. States should
coordinate to ensure a comprehensive approach that includes the diverse actors and mechanisms needed to advance responsive and accountable governance. Democracies
should support cross-border learning among different peoples and groups in the region. This includes civil society and journalists engaging with each other across borders
as well as governments convening regularly to learn from each other’s experiences supporting democratic development. There is an opportunity to build on and coordinate
existing efforts and explore new tools to support accountable government and an engaged citizenry.

3. Adopt a holistic approach.
Support for democratization should be integrated into all aspects of interstate relations, including diplomacy, defense, economic policy, development cooperation, and trade
ties. This means ensuring that these forms of engagement and assistance are designed to foster accountability and citizen engagement in governance and diminish corrup-
tion. Such engagement should focus on building capacity, driven by local conditions and requirements and responsive to local sentiment.

4. Engage multilateral bodies.
Democratic states should develop a common, coordinated agenda to advance these principles as a priority in the various regional groupings in the Indo-Pacific, including
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC), the East Asia Summit (EAS), and ASEAN, recognizing that the region’s multilateral architecture is eclectic and not
monolithic. Governments in the region must fulfill existing commitments under institutional frameworks such as the United Nations and ASEAN to advance democratic
governance and explore new ways to contribute to the purposeful advancement of democratic norms. Democratic states should also explore the possibility of establishing
new mechanisms for cooperation among democracies in the Indo-Pacific.

5. Promote equitable and inclusive growth.
Democracies in the region should commit more funding to programming that supports democratic dividends to societies and economies. More equitable and inclusive
growth, combined with accountable, responsive government, will demonstrate the dividends of democracy. Economic and development cooperation, including infrastruc-
ture development and trade agreements, should prioritize these goals.

6. Use inclusive approaches and involve women.
Studies demonstrate that inclusive and accountable conflict resolution initiatives, particularly involving women, prove far more enduring. Regional governments should
ensure that interstate and subnational peacebuilding is built upon this principle. People-oriented and gender- responsive development programs aimed at poverty allevia-
tion, combined with women’s empowerment and political participation, enable long-term stability and economic growth, particularly when they are inclusive of diverse and
marginalized groups and women.

7. Engage youth.
The Indo-Pacific has some of the oldest and youngest societies in the world, but polling shows that youth across the region remain strong supporters of democratic norms.
Assistance in the region should specifically invest in and empower young people to participate in political and civic life and demonstrate that democracy values all voices,
improves lives, and prepares people for the future.

8. Work with the private sector.
The private sector has a critical role to play in supporting a democratic culture by respecting rights as outlined in the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights, avoiding corruption, embodying transparency in its everyday operations, and ensuring public participation and input in public-private partnerships. The business
community benefits from a level playing field, rule of law, and predictability, which require respect for rights and accountability.

9. Prioritize technology governance.
The future of open, free, and accountable societies will depend on effective responses to emerging technology. Governance should enhance technology’s capacity to support
free expression and pluralism. Development cooperation and economic policy should focus on diminishing the digital divide. At the same time, urgent support for digital
literacy across the region will be vital to develop an informed citizenry that is resilient to misinformation and disinformation, enhancing independent, democratic, plural-
istic, and peaceful societies. Shared principles to limit the potentially oppressive capabilities of new surveillance technology will also help maintain and secure free peoples
and free societies.

10. Support an independent media.
An independent media is a prerequisite for transparent and accountable governance and helps uncover corruption and foreign interference.

The basis for all these diverse and inclusive efforts should always remain the promotion of human dignity. We are optimistic about the future of democracy in the In-
do-Pacific region, but old challenges remain and new ones have arisen. Diverse approaches to advancing democracy must be more consciously aligned to build momen-
tum that achieves the region’s vision for open, free, transparent, accountable, inclusive, and prosperous societies.
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